The Editor
Hindustan Times

New Delhi.

Sub: Letter to Editor//  A flaw in the new voting procedure.

Sir,

In the changed mechanism of voting through the electronic machines, the secrecy of ballot seems compromised often due to the standing position in which we are expected to operate the new ballot and the reduced height of covers provided around EVMs now. As a result, the row and sequence in which any voter presses the ballot button is discernible to party men and voters present in the polling booth. 

The damage that this polling flaw can inflict on the democratic process is particularly evident in villages and slums where the costs of being seen on the wrong side of ruling cliques is high for most vulnerable sections. 

I hope the Election Commission would take steps to ensure the total secrecy of the ballot in the next round and thus minimize harassment of the marginalized from local power pressures.
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